
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gallery visits 

& 

Art Shows 

 

July ’15 – October 2016 
 

 

 

Eddie Tucker 

512153 

 

Online blog  :  eddietuckerwatercolour1.wordpress.com 

 
 

 

PAINT One 

Watercolour Practice 

 

Learning Log 
 

 

EDDIE TUCKER  

WATERCOLOUR 1 BLOG 
 



Gallery visits & Art Shows 
 

Noted below is a list of galleries and art shows visited, I have included in each section what the show 

or gallery was showing, and some observations and follow-ups. 

 

Contents 

COMMENCE - PAINT 1: WATERCOLOUR  PRACTICE ........................................................................ 1 

Dulwich, London July 2015 ........................................................................................................ 1 

Eric Ravilious – Dulwich Picture Gallery ..................................................................................... 1 

London – August 2015 .................................................................................................................. 8 

RA Summer Show 2015 ............................................................................................................ 8 

BP Portrait Awards 2015 at NPG ............................................................................................. 12 

Hastings – Sept 2015 .................................................................................................................. 15 

Jerwood Collection ................................................................................................................. 15 

Rachel Howard by the Sea, (Jerwood Gallery ............................................................................... 15 

Jerwood Collection ........................................................................................................................ 18 

LS Lowry by the Sea....................................................................................................................... 21 

Quentin Blake - Life Under Water – A Hastings Celebration ........................................................ 24 

Nottingham – Oct 2015 .............................................................................................................. 26 

Nottingham Castle Galleries ................................................................................................... 26 

Corinna Spencer: Portrait of a Lady .............................................................................................. 26 

The Long Gallery - Permanent Collections .................................................................................... 28 

Patching’s .............................................................................................................................. 31 

London – Feb 2016 ..................................................................................................................... 35 

Royal Academy - Modern Garden: Monet to Matisse .............................................................. 35 

Mall Galleries - Columbia Threadneedle Prize 2016 ................................................................. 39 

Sir John Soane’s Museum and gallery ..................................................................................... 45 

Nottingham – June 2016 ............................................................................................................ 47 

David Jones - VISION AND MEMORY Exhibition / Djanogly Gallery) ......................................... 47 

Simon Starliong - Nottingham Contemporary Gallery .............................................................. 52 

Aberystwyth, Wales, August 2016 .............................................................................................. 55 

Ceredigion Art Trail; Aberystwyth, The Old College ..................................................................... 55 

Aberystwyth Arts Centre – Exhibition Space ................................................................................ 59 

Maidstone, Sept 2016 ................................................................................................................ 61 

Coming Home : Conflict and Care in 1916, Bentlif Galleries ......................................................... 61 

Nottingham Djanogly Gallery, October 2016 ............................................................................... 64 

Making Beauty, Elpida Hadzi-Vasileva .......................................................................................... 64 

 



Gallery visits & Art Shows   

Dulwich Picture Gallery, London  July 2015 

Page 1 

COMMENCE - PAINT 1: WATERCOLOUR  PRACTICE  

   

Dulwich, London July 2015 

Eric Ravilious – Dulwich Picture Gallery 

http://www.dulwichpicturegallery.org.uk/whats-on/exhibitions/2015/april/ravilious/ 

"a joy from start to finish" The Telegraph Read the full review. 

"the Seurat of Sussex" Laura Cumming, The Observer 

"From the start we see an artist finding joy in the unexpected." Nancy Durrant, The Times 

Images 

Hi-res images can be downloaded via the Dulwich gallery website media section and a link to a 

Dropbox folder, see below.  

http://pressimages.dulwichpicturegallery.org.uk/2015/01/12/2015-exhibition-programme/ 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/q2r26m6ab97zbnz/AAD418K_xWfS_EgQp7haBLxba?dl=0 

OCA Study day 11 July 2015 

This exhibition had already been a target of mine to see and I had done this a few weeks earlier 

along with my wife.  When this OCA study day was offered I jumped at the chance to see Ravilious’ 

work again, especially as I am now on the watercolour course an all his work and techniques had a 

special relevance. 

We all meet up in 

front of the Dulwich 

gallery on a lovely 

warm sunny day. 

Thanks to Jim and his 

wife for leading the 

day and making it a 

most interesting and 

beneficial day in 

south London. 

Once we meet up we 

had and introduction 

amongst ourselves 

and then a brief 

resume of the career 

and work of 

Ravilious. 

It was then into the 

gallery to devour the works on show and what a show it was.  The positive reviews above underplay 

the quality of the exhibition and Ravilious’ works.  Had he not been prematurely died in action in 

WW2 who is to know where his work may have led him?  What we have left even from his too brief 

career as an artist is a series of high quality and very pleasant on the eye paintings. 



Gallery visits & Art Shows   

Dulwich Picture Gallery, London  July 2015 

Page 2 

This was second visit to this exhibition 

within a couple of months but this 

didn’t detract from the enjoyment the 

second time around.  It was enhanced 

as I was able to see more from both a 

critical viewpoint and an as an 

observation.  The numbers visiting 

during the OCA visit were thankfully a 

lot less than the earlier visit. 

Not all the images on show were 

watercolours, most were but there 

was one beautiful drawing of a 

sunflower.  It was stylised to suit the 

composition that he had in mind for 

it.  This is a strong demonstration of 

his early work as an illustrator coming 

to the fore. 

The submarine series bring to life the 

close quarters and claustrophobic 

environment of a sub.  There are few 

photos of life in a submarine so 

Ravilious gives an insight that few can 

imagine. 

They are all dark and mysterious with lots of drama heightened 

by his dramatic use of tone and a limited palette.  His dark 

washes around the figures concentrates the limited amount of 

light onto the figures.  They are virtually spotlight, of caught in 

the headlights as it must have seemed if they under attack! 

Much of these works by Ravilious were kept under wraps until 

after the war finished as they were termed top secret, as they 

didn’t want the Germans to gain any useful info from them.  

The Germans would have surmised that the British subs were 

as cramped as their own! 
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Eric Ravilious – Flowers on Cottage Table 

This is a rare example of Ravilious breaking from his usual pattern of dry brush working by the use of 

a series of wet into wet washes.  The usual method employed by Ravilious was a dry brush stroke to 

quickly put little touches of colour onto his paper.  Ravilious was not afraid to leave gaps between 

paint strokes which allowed the paper base to show through giving luminosity to his watercolours 

that few have equalled and fewer surpassed. 

After two visits over the last couple of months to the Dulwich exhibition I can state without 

reservation that the reproductions of Ravilious’ watercolours do not capture the glow from within 

them that he has in much of his work.  A couple of examples of this are shown below in the two 

details from his watercolours.  

Ravilious uses a cross-hatching of linear strokes in the detail from “MOD Dangerous work at low 

tide”.  The light from the slowly rising sun radiates from the horizon lending dynamism to the scene 

where most are standing and watching.  He has painted the sky with directional strokes of blue 

leaving the white of the paper to give the radiant feel to the scene.  To reinforce this he has then 

used darker strokes to hatch across and in alignment with this radiating light.  He possible used the 

blunt end of his brush to score the paper which often results in a darker mark as the paint settles 

and dries. He could only have painted with a relatively dry brush of the paint which is in radiating 

bands would have flowed together and ruined the effect. 



Gallery visits & Art Shows   

Dulwich Picture Gallery, London  July 2015 

Page 4 

In his detail of ”Vicarage in Winter”, Ravilious has also 

used a cross-hatching to achieve his soft muted winter 

sky above the vicarage.  He has possibly painted the 

complete area in blue and then using a wet brush lifted 

out 

the 

detail from : Vicarage in Winter detail from : MOD Dangerous work at low 

tide, 
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bands of blue colour to achieve the diamond cross-hatch effect across the sky.  This may also have 

been achieved with a wet cloth to lift the paint.  Under the blue there are hints of a pale yellow 

which may have been an under-wash prior to the blue. 

Many of Ravilious works are devoid of people, in them there is sense of loneliness and a question 

left hanging in the air.  Who has just left the space?  The lonely rail wagon shows two objects both at 

odds with their location.  The wagon is by itself where normally it should be part of a host of other 

wagons coupled to an engine.  The propeller is nothing without the engine and ship it is destined for 

but for now they both sit isolated from everything around them.  This sense of isolation is further 

heightened by the snow covered ground further reinforcing the sense of loneliness. 

 



Gallery visits & Art Shows   

Dulwich Picture Gallery, London  July 2015 

Page 6 

Further images from the exhibition. 
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London – August 2015 

RA Summer Show 2015 

https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/exhibition/summer-exhibition-

2015# 

“The Summer Exhibition has never looked so impressive” – The 

Times 

“A bastion of the English cultural summer” – The Telegraph 

“It’s the best Summer Exhibition I have seen” – Evening Standard 

The Summer Exhibition is the world’s oldest open-submission 

exhibition with over 12,000 entries.  The RA Summer is not just 

painting.  It has everything from painting, printmaking and sculpture through to installation, 

photography and film, this is a show unlike any other.  

At times the RA 

Summer exhibition 

can be an ordeal : 

packed with 

people jostling for 

a glimpse of a view 

of the works, a bit 

like the Louvre 

around the Mona 

Lisa.  However, 

getting there when 

it opened and 

sunny weather 

outside meant we 

had some areas 

virtually to 

ourselves 

Bluewolf - David Remfry RA  
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STICKY TOFFEE PUDDING - 

Archie Franks  

 

There is a wide and 

eclectic mix of work at the 

RA.  In my view most of 

the better works are from 

the open submission 

rather than the RA 

members.  ‘Sticky Toffee 

Pudding is from the open 

works.  The paint is 

trowelled onto the canvas 

as thickly as the pudding is 

onto the plate.  The slice 

looks good enough to pick 

up eat.  This painting is 

proof that the quality of the painting is not dependent upon the subject but the painter. 

I have often thought that the view from behind a car window in the evening rain is like an 

abstract painting with jewels of light bouncing around and mysterious dark areas dissolving 

to nothing or else being clarified to something tangible.  Azra Iqbal captures this view from 

behind the wheel quite eloquently. 

RUSH HOUR IN THE POURING RAIN - Azra Iqbal 
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HOLLOWAY BACK GARDENS WITH SELF PORTRAIT - Melissa Scott-Miller 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dog - Meg Buick 
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BRIGHTON BANK HOLIDAY - Robert Howard 

Howard captures the fun and the chaos of a day at the seaside on a bank holiday.  His 

snapshot pulls us into the view as we get caught up on a ‘where’s wally type of adventure’. 

The Manchester 

view of a deserted 

street is quite 

Hooper-like is it 

absence of people 

and its sense of 

loneliness. 

As usual it was 

worth the trip but it 

still manages to 

impress and 

infuriate seemingly 

with successive 

paintings. 

 

LOWER MOSLEY 

STREET, MANCHESTER - 

Michael John Ashcroft 
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BP Portrait Awards 2015 at NPG 

 National Portrait Gallery 

Sink or Swim by Ian Cumberland My Mother and My Brother on a Sunday Evening by Borja Buces Renard 

Whereas a few of the 

paintings in the RA Summer 

show were on the theme of 

loneliness this was a 

recurring and frequent 

theme at the BP Portait 

Award exhibition on view at 

the National Portrait Gallery.  

The loneliness was not just 

of single soliatry people 

isolated from those around 

them but also old people 

and others seperated from 

others but living beside 

them. 

Sink or Swim was a very well 

executed painting but that aside it was the sense of futility and why bother from the semi-submesed figurethat 

cryouts out for out or anyoes help!  A bad day at the office doesn’t seem to sum up the despair and  loneliness 

that oozes out of the water.  What has happened to make this person so dispondenet that they climb into a 

bath still clothed.  Are they grieving, have they lost their job and now soon their home.  Do they dispair for 

some-one they have lost or some-one they can’t meet! 

As usual  I didn’t agree with the judge’s version of the better works, and that doesn’t matter.  Seeing them truly 

inspires me to rush home and get painting and drawing. 
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Annabelle and Guy by Matan Ben Cnaan 

Eliza by Michael Gaskell Sauvageonne by Magila Cazo 
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above - Ordeal by Murat Tezcan Demirbas, 2015 

left - How soon is now (Self) by Alan Mc Gowan 

 

The despair of the figure clothed in the bath with its 

loneliness and sense of loss is mirrored in the 

exhibition by another frustrated figure sitting in the 

debris of the artists equivalent of writers block. 

This artist is at odds with what he is trying to produce, 

his ideas and concept do not seem to be realised with 

his attempts which lie around him scrunched and 

discarded. 

The better works were those that were well painted 

but had a reason for you to connect with them in 

some way, it doesn’t just have to be a well worked 

portrait but a story being told. 

 

PUBLISHED TO THIS POINT 
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Hastings – Sept 2015 

Jerwood Collection 

 

http://www.jerwoodgallery.org/collection/19/daphne-

spencer-with-a-green-scarf 

http://www.jerwoodgallery.org/collection/categories/fi

gures-and-portraits 

 

Rachel Howard by the Sea, (Jerwood Gallery 

http://www.jerwoodgallery.org/whatson/31/at-sea 

extract from Jerwood gallery web site ….. 

   ….  Her distinctive, abstract paintings have been 

globally recognised and are held in many prestigious 

international art collections. She paints a multitude of 

human experiences as she explores the fragility of the human condition and emotions and, for this 

exhibition in Hastings, has created a 

significant body of new work. 

Over a dozen new paintings, ranging 

from large-scale canvases to smaller 

works, alter the rules of how the 

medium of oil paint is approached. 

Works such as You Can Save 

Me, Lean To and North draw on 

maritime themes to investigate the 

sense of being at odds with the 

world.  

Rachel says 'I grew up on a farm near 

the sea on the North East coast of 

England, and having a permanent 

horizon every day to look at gives a 

wonderful reassurance in what can 

be at times a very uncertain world. 

My show at Jerwood Gallery explores 

both these aspects of certainty and 

uncertainty.' 

In addition to the exhibition, Howard has curated a one-room display which showcases some of her 

favourite works from the Jerwood Collection.  

Below are some of the paintings of Rachel Howard that caught my eye.  Not having heard of Rachel 

before planning my visit to this gallery seeing the painting in the life was a real bonus.  They lose a 

lot of impact when reproduced small as these are all very large paintings.  none would fit on most 

lounge walls, unless you have a large mansion or a sports hall to show them in. 
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What particularly impressed me was 

the layering of the paint.  Each didn’t 

seem to achieve much but when taken 

as a whole they combine to move your 

eyes around the work fighting to 

discern what you are seeing with half 

glimpses that vanish when looked at 

directly. 

 

Lean To 2013 

oil on canvas  36 x 30" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At Sea, 2015 
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Rachel Howard, Case Notes, 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rachel Howard - You Can Save Me – 2015     
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Portrait of Eunice Levy by David Bomberg 

Frances Rose by Maggi Hamling 

Ernest Procter - Five am 1928 

Jerwood Collection 

The Jerwood collection 

is a small collection by 

the standards of the 

national galleries in the 

bigger cities.  However, 

it’s the quality of the 

paintings rather than 

the quantity. 

All the collection are 

superb with many of 

the leading British 

artists over the last 100 

years  up to 

contemporary artists 

represented in the 

collection. 

Hastings may be a small 

seaside town but it has 

a jewel in that crown.   

Don’’t forget your students card.  My wife left this gallery and said that it was the sole gallery where 

she remembers all the paintings. 



Gallery visits & Art Shows Page 19  

Hastings  Sept 2015 

 

Page 19 

 

 

 

 

 

Stanley Spencer RA,  

Daphne Spencer with a Green Scarf, 1953 

 

Walter Sickert - Portrait of Afghan 

Gentleman, circa 1895 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walking Figure by Keith Vaughan 
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David Bomberg - Flowers in a terracotta 

pot 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Piper, Beach and Starfish, Seven 

sister’s cliff - Collage 
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LS Lowry by the Sea 

 

http://www.jerwoodgallery.org/whatson/27/lowry-by-the-sea 

LOWRY BY THE SEA 

 
Yachts 1959 

extract from Jerwood gallery relating to exhibition …..  

Laurence Stephen Lowry RA (1887-1976) is one of the most celebrated and beloved British artists of 

all time.  This two room display celebrates Lowry’s unique contribution to 20th Century British art, 

bringing together a selection of his lesser known paintings and drawings of the sea.  

From Britons at play on the sands of holiday resorts, to giant tankers in the great ports of the nation, 

Lowry painted the sea in many different forms, and this display brings together a wide variety of 

these exciting works.  

For Lowry, the sea’s unpredictable nature made it a perfect metaphor for what he called 'the battle 

of life', and was a subject that he returned to throughout his career.  He was fascinated by the sea, 

and spoke of ‘the vastness of it and the terribleness of it…I often wonder what would happen if the 

tide didn’t turn, and the sea came on and on and on and on, what would the place be like, and 

wouldn’t it be wonderful to see it.’  

One of the most revealing and moving works in the exhibition is Self Portrait as a Pillar in the Sea, 

1966.  This small painting depicts a single black column in a vast ocean, allowing an insight into 

Lowry’s view of life and himself.   

Lowry by the Sea is part of the gallery's summer Festival of the Sea. 
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Shows Ship Entering Princess Dock, Glasgow 1947, oil by LS Lowry. 

 

LS Lowry, Self Portrait as a Pillar in the Sea, 1966 

 

LS Lowry. A Ship, c1965. Oil on board, 11.5 x 19 cm 
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LS Lowry. Spittal 
Sands, Berwick, 

1960. Oil on 
panel, 38.4 x 43.5 
cm. 

 

 

 

 

LS Lowry, July, The 

Seaside, 1943 
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Quentin Blake - Life Under Water – A Hastings Celebration 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PniAt1epGJ

U 

http://www.jerwoodfoundation.org/news/74/jer

wood-in-july-2015 

http://www.jerwoodgallery.org/whatson/30/life-

under-water-a-hastings-celebration 

 

Celebrated illustrator Sir Quentin Blake in 

Hastings 

The inimitable Sir Quentin Blake has returned to 

the Jerwood Gallery for an exclusive new exhibition, Quentin Blake: Life Under Water – A Hastings 

Celebration which opens today (until 6th September 2015) 

The celebrated illustrator and first Children’s Laureate has created 24 new works that combine the 

vitality and vibrancy of the famous, historic town and the sea that defines it. 

Jerwood Gallery, Hastings:Festival of the Sea 

Quentin Blake: Life Under Water - A Hastings Celebration opens on 2 July 

The immutable Sir Quentin Blake is returning to the gallery this summer as part of Festival of the 

Sea, this time casting his quirky eye fondly over Hastings. The celebrated Children’s Laureate, most 

famous for his collaborations with Roald Dahl, has created 24 new works that show the vibrancy of 

this historic town and the sea that defines it. 

Quentin says, ‘it is not an exhibition for children, even though it’s one they won’t have any difficulty 

with, and it’s not a collection of drawings by me that Jerwood Gallery happens to be putting on. I 

have created it specifically for the gallery and the works won’t appear anywhere else.' 

All the works are exclusively available for sale 

through Jerwood Gallery for £3,000 each. 

There will also be a wide range of products for 

sale through the gallery shop, including prints 

of the original drawings. A percentage of the 

profit will go towards supporting the future 

artistic programme of Jerwood Gallery, which 

is an independent, not-for-profit organisation. 

More information here. 

 

The immutable Sir Quentin Blake is returning 

to the gallery this summer, this time casting 

his eye over Hastings. 

 

The celebrated Children’s Laureate, most famous for his collaborations with Roald Dahl, has created 

26 new works that show the vibrancy of this historic town and the sea that defines it. 
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Quentin Blake captures the vitality of the people of Hastings, but sets them beneath the waves. 

Pirates swirl merrily around dogs chasing sticks, children on the beach, performers, morris dancers 

and fish. 

 

Quentin says, ‘it is not an exhibition for children, even though it’s one they won’t have any difficulty 

with, and it’s not a collection of drawings by me that Jerwood Gallery happens to be putting on. I 

have created it specifically for the gallery and the works won’t appear anywhere else.' 
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Nottingham – Oct 2015 

http://www.castlegalleries.com/galleries/castle-fine-art-nottingham 

http://www.corinnaspencer.com/archive/portrait-of-a-lady/ 

Nottingham Castle Galleries 

Corinna Spencer: Portrait of a Lady 

Love and obsession are central to Corinna Spencer’s work. Through portraiture she explores the 

effects and manifestations of fixation or romantic love from both sides of a relationship, whether 

real or fictional.  Portrait Of A Lady is an ambitious installation of over 1000 unique paintings, 

created specifically for the Castle’s South Hall stairwell. Celebrating the unidentified or unknown 

female sitter throughout art history and popular culture, Portrait of a Lady also features the Photo 

Booth Girlspainting series, four of which were selected for the Nottingham Castle Open 2014, and 

are exhibited here in full for the 

first time. Portrait of a 

Lady, commissioned by 

Nottingham Castle as recipient of 

the Nottingham Castle Open Solo 

Show Prize in 2014, is Spencer’s 

first major solo presentation of 

work in a Public gallery. 
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Image Credit: Corinna Spencer, Portrait of a Lady, 2015. 
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The Long Gallery - Permanent Collections 

The best regional, national and international art in the regularly changing exhibition 

galleries. Plus the permanent exhibitions showcase costume and textiles, silverware, glass 

and jewellery all year round. 

 

This space houses a permanent 

display of the best of the museum’s 

fine art. The painting collection 

covers British and European art 

ranging in date from the 11th 

century to the present 

day.  Highlights include: a group of 

17th Dutch and Northern European 

paintings; paintings by important 

Nottingham artists Paul Sandby, 

Richard Parkes Bonington, Thomas 

Barber, John Rawson Walker and 

Henry Dawson; a 20th century 

British collection including works by 

William Nicholson, Ben Nicholson, 

Winifred Nicholson, Dame Laura 

Knight, Harold Knight, Edward 

Burra, Edward Wadsworth and 

Tristram Hillier, Mathew Smith, L.S. 

Lowry, Ivon Hitchens and Stanley 

Spencer. 

 

Miss Thompson (Miss Patricia 

Thompson), 1932 
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Above left, Laura Knight -  Barbara-1930  

 

 

Above right, Fine Feathers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right, Ethel Bartlett - Pianist 1955 
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Laura Knight - The Manicure 

 

 

Laura Knight - Motherhood, 1922 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gallery visits & Art Shows Page 31  

Nottingham  Oct 2015 

 

Page 31 

Patching’s 

If you are a reader of either “The Artist” or “Leisure Painter” you will be will aware of The Patchings 

Art Centre in Nottinghamshire.  On the way back from a day out at Sherwood Forest I made a detour 

to this art centre.  It is a mix of new purpose build art teaching / conference rooms and converted 

farm buildings.  There are a few small galleries and some artists workshops with some in residence 

for the afternoon to talk about their art etc.  Below is a copy of some of the blurb from the Patching 

website.  

http://www.patchingsartcentre.co.uk/ 

The Barn Gallery is the first of an annual exhibition featuring selected artists from The Artist Category 

of the exhibition organised each year with The Artist and Leisure Painter magazines. The 

Artist Collection has work by Christopher Green, David Walshaw, Haidee-Jo Summers, Jonathan 

Taylor, Kevin Holtom, Lynda Appeby, Pam Bumby and Susan Richardson, all selected from the 

professional category of the 2014 competition. This is a stunning collection of work which continues 

until 22 November. This is a selling exhibition. 
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On The Outside - Roger Simpson 

In the Pavilion Gallery open daily from 10am to 4pm from 3 October is a retrospective exhibition 
showing the extensive range of print work by the late Stan Bullard.Following a Trail of 
Prints speaks volumes of Stan's appreciation and love of nature and the environment. It also clearly 
shows his skill and artistry as a print maker. It is a privileged to be able to host this exhibition which 
continues until 15 November. There is framed and unframed work available for purchase - an 
opportunity to own work by this clever and talented man. 

The Refugee - Peter Keeley 
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Downpour - Flinders Lane - Mike Barr 
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London – Feb 2016 

Royal Academy - Modern Garden: Monet to Matisse  

A day out in London and a chance to visit several 

exhibitions and galleries.  Starting the day at the RA. 

RA website on this exhibition ….. 

Using the work of Monet as a starting point, this landmark 

exhibition examines the role gardens played in the evolution of 

art from the early 1860s through to the 1920s. 

Trace the emergence of the modern garden in its many forms 

and glories as we take you through a period of great social 

change and innovation in the arts. Discover the paintings of 

some of the most important Impressionist, Post-Impressionist 

and Avant-Garde artists of the early twentieth century as they 

explore this theme. 

Monet, arguably the most important painter of gardens 

in the history of art, once said he owed his painting “to 

flowers”. But Monet was far from alone in his fascination 

with the horticultural world, which is why we will also be 

bringing you masterpieces by Renoir, Cezanne, Pissarro, 

Manet, Sargent, Kandinsky, Van Gogh, Matisse, Klimt 

and Klee. 

For these artists and others, the garden gave them the 

freedom to break new ground and explore the ever-

changing world around them. Highlights include a 

remarkable selection of works by Monet, including the monumental Agapanthus Triptych, reunited 

specifically for the exhibition, 

Renoir’s Monet Painting in His Garden at 

Argenteuil and Kandinsky’s Murnau The 

Garden II. 

As our galleries are bathed in the colour and 

light of more than 120 works, see the 

garden in art with fresh eyes. 

The was a wide variety of works and scale 

on show.  My favourites were the Pissario’s.  

he is an artist that brings a softness and 

slight dream-like quality to his paintings.  I 

think this is because there is often a hint of 

pastel about his works even in oils. Joaquin Sorolla, Louis Comfort Tiffany, 1911 

This exhibition also came at an opportune moment as I am at the section in part 3 of watercolours 

which concentrates on mixing greens! And there is certainly a wide mix of greens on show.   
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Colour was another underlying theme of 

this exhibition.  It was very informative to 

see how different artists addressed the 

colour temperature in their painting to 

introduce the heat or coolness of the 

scene they were painting.  Some garish 

and gaudy many others subtle and soft 

complementing the seasons and the 

location.  See the hot colours of Joaquín 

Sorolla - Garden of the Sorolla House, 

below.  Contrast this with the cool 

colours of “Like a film set- Gardens of 

Monforte, 1917 by Santiago Rusiñol”. 

 

 

Daubigny’s Garden in 

Auvers, 1890 by Van Gogh 

 

 

 

 

Joaquín Sorolla - Garden 

of the Sorolla House, 

1918–19 

 

 

 

 

 

Camille Pissarro - the 

artists garden at Eragny 

-1898 
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